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In mathematics, a monotonic function (or monotone function) is a function between ordered sets that
preserves or reverses the given order.This concept first arose in calculus, and was later generalized to the
more abstract setting of order theory
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This paper provides quantitative data that, in many cases, open source software / free software is equal to or
superior to their proprietary competition. The paper examines market share, reliability, performance,
scalability, scaleability, security, and total cost of ownership; it also comments on non-quantitative issues and
unnecessary fears.
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